
LEARNING and TEAchING PoINTs
for 

chapter 14 
Multiples, Factors and Primes

Give children the opportunity to use the con-
stant facility on a basic calculator to generate 
and explore patterns in multiples. But be alert to 
the fact that different calculators do not all use 
the same logic. 

Teach children some of the ways of testing for 
various multiples and encourage them to spot 
various multiples in the world around them. For 
example, challenge them to find UK telephone 
area codes that are multiples of each number 
from 1 to 10 (such as: Kendal, 01539, is a multi-
ple of 9).

Let children use calculators to find all the fac-
tors of various numbers. Use interesting num-
bers, like your age, the year, the number of 
children in the school, the school telephone 
number, perfect squares, prime numbers.

Use rectangular arrays to illustrate the concepts 
of factor, prime number and composite (rectan-
gular) number. 

Encourage children to be fascinated by number 
and patterns in number. By exploring the proper-
ties of multiples, factors and prime numbers 
build up children’s feel for number and therefore 
their confidence in responding to numerical 
situations.
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